[Alternating hemiplegia in childhood. Clinical report and single photon emission computed tomography study].
From 6 months of age on this girl experienced frequent episodes of hemiplegia involving both sides of the body and lasting up to 8 days. The attacks were often precipitated by tonic deviation of the head and/or the eyes to one side and nystagmus. At this stage the girl used to cry. Squinting, tonic stiffening of body and extremities, and dystonic posturing also occurred. Autonomic dysfunctions such as paleness of the skin, sweating, respiratory embarrassment, tachycardia, and mydriasis were associated features of the attacks. Motor and mental development of the girl is delayed. Improvement concerning severity, duration and frequency of the attacks has been achieved by permanent treatment with flunarizine in combination with acetazolamide and acetylsalicylic acid. If the child falls asleep immediately after rectal application of chloral hydrate at the onset of an attack there is no hemiplegia after awakening.